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Statement:   

A Vision for the Mediterranean of Tomorrow, Our Common Home 
 

In 1995, the countries of the Mediterranean launched in Barcelona an ambitious process of cooperation 

and integration through political and cultural dialogue, and social and economic development. If the 

keywords of those days were reconciliation, cohesion, rights and fundamental freedoms, today’s 

picture is rather worrisome: shrinking of civil space; increasing of identity-driven politics; the 

exacerbation of inequalities, poverty, discrimination, misunderstanding and mistrust; growing 

difficulties to human mobility and the alarming lack of solidarity towards migrants and asylum seekers. 

Fundamental UN conventions signed by the countries of the Mediterranean – such as the 1948 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 1976 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

and International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, or the 1979 Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women - are still far from being fully implemented.  

A new alliance is therefore needed between the different peoples of the Mediterranean, whereby 

present and future generations can become the driving force behind it.  

 

We representatives of independent civil society organisations of Mediterranean countries1, meeting 

in Brussels in November 2021 to set a common vision for the Mediterranean2, recognise that:  

 

The Mediterranean is the base of our belonging and our shared destiny 

Our region is the oldest venue for human interaction in the world. Its common sea has always favoured 

human, cultural and commercial exchanges. It has been the cradle of many civilizations, the variety 

and richness of which have placed the Mediterranean at the forefront of the advancement of human 

civilization. It is high time we display enough courage to renew our human attachment to the 

Mediterranean and to our common heritage, in the progress of civilization, and to acknowledge that 

we are part of a community. 

● The Mediterranean space is the base of our belonging as the result of various historical 

contacts, cultural influences, shared lifestyles and alternating ongoing regional dominations. 

It is the source of our common vision for the future of the peoples of the region.  

 

● It is high time for us to start seeking solutions together to the exacerbating common challenges 

of our region. We respect the past and present struggles of the peoples of the Mediterranean 

to achieve better living conditions, and we acknowledge that all of us have something to 

 
1 Contributors to this Statement are coming from or living in several countries, or have dual citizenship, of the 
Euro-Mediterranean geographic space. This categorization is not aimed at excluding citizens of other 
nationalities living in the Mediterranean region. 
2 This consultation workshop followed two previous worshops gathering civil society organisations from the 
South, which were held respectively in Tunis in July 2019 and Amman in March 2020. This statement has been 
developed on the basis of the first statement issued at the end of Tunis and Amman’s meetings. 



 
contribute towards this end; everyone could learn from each other, and our diversity is at the 

heart of our strength and unity. 

Our belief in sharing a common identity, which is inclusive, less a prisoner of selective ideologies, and 

open to others and to the realities of our neighbours across the Mediterranean, prompt us to engage 

in practicing a “citizenship-in-the-making”, through doing, working and living together, in order to 

redesign the concept of citizenship enshrined in our national systems of duties and rights. 

Our belief in, and commitment to the universality of human rights and to the universal principles 

relating to civic, political, economic, and social rights and liberties, as well as our respect for individual 

and collective freedoms, for the values of equality and fulfillment, and for the principles of democracy 

and citizenship prompt us to step up our efforts to meet these principles.  

Time has come to adopt policies and strategies that are consistent with the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) and work to achieve periodic review and assessment of their impact on Mediterranean 

societies in a consensual manner, so as to build an integrated system in line with the SDGs. 

Citizens are demanding a space of genuine cooperation 

We need to establish a common and sustainable Mediterranean “space”, whereby all stakeholders 

in the Mediterranean are involved and engaged in the decision-making process in a balanced, 

effective, and constructive manner 

Accordingly, we call upon all stakeholders who work for the sake of the Mediterranean to endeavor in 

sustaining such an institutional genuine cooperation that serves as a space for in-depth dialogue, and 

in facilitating grassroots agoras, in search of positive answers to the following: 

Right to human mobility and culture of dialogue are our fundamentals 

⮚ Ensure unimpeded and smooth mobility between the countries of the Mediterranean region, 

uphold the rights of migrants, refugees and the internally displaced, provide secure migration 

routes, and take the necessary steps towards that end, if necessary, through a new mobility 

agreement, ensuring that these measures are properly monitored, implemented and applied 

in the framework of a development-based and participatory vision on migration and asylum-

seeking; 

⮚ Work towards achieving stability in the Mediterranean, adopt policies and practical measures 

to support and promote avenues of peace and a culture of dialogue between societies, and 

seek out effective mechanisms to prevent and immediately put an end to any armed conflict 

that may break out in the region; 

Social justice and wellbeing must be at the center of cooperation and development 

⮚ Nourish common economic interests, and promote partnerships and economic integration 

that overcome current unbalanced economic relations, by reviewing laws and procedures that 

limit freedom of work and movement, and by encouraging investment and commercial and 

banking exchanges in the region, as well as insurance operations, with a view to achieving a 

cohesive social protection and a social well-being framework; 

⮚ Enable cooperation and invest in the fields of education, technology and scientific research for 

the purpose of producing knowledge, by streamlining the procedures for mobility and joint 



 
research, knowledge exchange, and translations, and by creating joint dedicated educational 

institutions; 

⮚ Acknowledge the importance of education and academic cooperation as key instruments to 

build more bridges among academic world and civil society organizations, and lay the basis for 

future generations to achieve equality and adhere to shared values; 

⮚ Promote art and culture as key instrument for upholding freedom of expression; 

⮚ Ensure equal access to technology and the protection of digital rights; 

⮚ In coherence with its values of solidarity and primacy of people over capital, social economy 

offers an economic model that contributes to generating inclusive growth by creating decent 

jobs. Social and solidarity economy plays a key role in building fairer societies, and its 

organizations should be at the heart of the initiatives that foster a stronger cooperation among 

civil society in the Mediterranean region.  

The Mediterranean destiny lies in Nature  

⮚ The Mediterranean climate and biodiversity are part of the region's common identity. They 

are profoundly linked to Mediterranean cultures and ways of life. In view of the climate and 

environmental changes we are currently observing, we consider that these new challenges 

deserve special attention, strengthened collaboration and regional solidarity underpinned by 

real climate justice. We Mediterraneans are not equally responsible for greenhouse gas 

emissions, but we do suffer its consequences, whereby some of us are particularly vulnerable.  

➢ Recognise that we can only prevent, mitigate and adapt to current and future changes, by: 

- Working together, by transferring knowledge and funding as best we can, by promoting 

inclusive and quality education for sustainability, by reducing inequalities and poverty; 

- Adopting policies and strategies that are consistent with the SDGs and periodically 

reviewing their impact on Mediterranean societies; 

- Prioritising common actions that are in line with international climate conventions and the 

Paris Agreement; 

- Promoting human development based on the principles of good governance, community 

participation and decentralization; enshrining environment-friendly policies to mitigate risks 

and disasters’ impact; preventing the degradation of biodiversity and preserving its richness, 

relying on renewable energies, protecting natural resources with a view to climate justice, 

holding corporations and companies accountable for the environmental damage they cause, 

and ensuring gender mainstreaming in environmental work - so as to establish a better future 

for the upcoming generations, and build resilient societies.     

 

Stability means achieving social justice and resisting violence 

⮚ Set up joint regional programmes to reduce unemployment and poverty, manage crises and 

emergency responses, addressing all forms of social and economic exclusion; and work to 

establish joint agencies for employment, development and economic empowerment, by 

establishing institutions such as a Euro-Mediterranean Development Bank, as well as 

promoting public participation in policy-making, especially for youth and women, based on the 

understanding that solutions can only be collective, not individual; 

⮚ Rethink the doctrine, message, and mission of security agencies, to ensure that these agencies’ 

operational framework is designed in accordance with a participatory methodology that 



 
ensures broad participation from various social segments. The end goal is to exchange 

information, with the aim of resisting and combating all forms of violence, extremism and 

terrorism, and hate crimes, as well as all types of organised crime, while showing respect for 

the rule of law and personal privacy, in compliance with relevant human rights laws; 

Right to health to everybody 

⮚ Enable cooperation in the health field, to combat diseases and epidemics, and standardize 

health care and health insurance schemes for those living in the region and create inclusive 

societies for people with disabilities;  

⮚ Stimulate research and increase the current resources in the scientific field. 

Expanding the public space through civic freedoms and equality 

⮚ Deepen the most encouraging democratic practices - particularly respect for civic and political 

freedoms, support for the emergence of a vibrant civil society that is both diverse and 

interrelated - through expanding the public space for the benefit of the citizens and for 

enabling them to carry out their civic activities - without any direct interference from the State 

or other Institutions which might hamper democratic practices; 

⮚ Entrench equality between the inhabitants of the Mediterranean region, particularly gender 

equality and equal opportunities for all; 

⮚ Acknowledge that women play a fundamental role in development, innovation, decision-

making, without any form of disregard or discrimination; seek to empower women in all fields 

and eliminate all forms of gender-based violence in accordance with the relevant UN 

conventions and the international laws on human rights, as well as the international 

humanitarian law. 

⮚ Ban any form of sexism and homophobia in the Mediterranean region and recognise that 

gender minority groups (LGBTQI+) are part of our society and should not be discriminated 

based on their sexual identity or orientation.  

We, citizens and civil society, have a responsibility and are accountable for the future of this region 

Accordingly, as representatives of civil society in the Mediterranean space, we call upon and invite all 

institutional actors and stakeholders to put in place mechanisms of dialogue, development, 

accountability and planning to make this vision becoming effective. We also call upon all civil society 

entities across the Mediterranean basin to join this initiative, contribute to and advocate for it, as well 

as to open spaces of consultation relating to it; 

 

Our dream: a Free, Fair and United Mediterranean 

And we shall strive for making the dream of “Mediterranean integration" a reality, by working 

together around the notion of a treaty for "A Free, Fair and United Mediterranean", based on human 

rights and international law. Such a treaty should fulfill the aspirations of the peoples of the region, 

building upon what is common between them, and national laws and legislations should then be 

aligned with it. 

 



 
We shall set up a committee representing citizens from all the Mediterranean region to follow up with 

civil society and decision-makers on the aforementioned statement, and the operational 

recommendations hereby attached.  


